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The Association Almoner
For many years now Dr Joyce Hargrave-Wright has, as a
member from the early days of the Association, been working behind the scenes, to provide support for the bereaved
families of our members who have sadly passed away.
I have asked her if she would write a few words to tell you
about what she does.
———————
The Airlift was in 1948 and sadly, the deaths of our colleagues are being reported more often as the time goes by
and inevitably we are getting older. The Association was
created in 1994 and there were enough active members at
that time to fill two or three coaches when we had visits of
any description, including the important attendance at the
Ceremony at the Templehof Memorial in Berlin. However
time does not stand still for any of us and inexorably, we
are informed of illnesses and with sorrow, the death of our
comrades. We shared a great deal in 1948 and helped immeasurably in keeping the people of Berlin alive for the
year. They deserve that we respect them and their families,
when they have arrived at the end of their days.

Berlin Airlift Memorial
A few months ago I received a message from member Peter
Curtiss, son of the late Sir John Curtiss, who had been at one
time the Association President. Peter was concerned about the
condition of a Berlin Airlift Memorial near to where he lives.
He took up this concern with the local council, below is the result of his efforts.
Hello Colin
We discussed the Berlin Airlift Memorial in Bushy Park, Teddington some time ago. If you recall the plaque had been removed due to poor fixings. I am happy to report that all is now
well again and back as it should be. As you were unaware of this
particular Memorial, I wondered if perhaps other members
might also not be aware of its existence. I attach a few photographs that you might like to share with the wider Membership.
The Memorial is within 200 yards of Chestnut Avenue which
goes through the Park from Teddington to Hampton Court. I
would be more than happy to direct anyone more specifically if
they wish to see it.
Peter

I act as Almoner on these occasions and an official letter
of condolence is sent to the bereaved as soon as is possible.
Distances prevent attendance at most of the funerals but
our thoughts are with the families and friends of the deceased. I do try to telephone the bereaved whenever possible as I have found that a chat is often welcome, especially
as an objective voice is sometimes easier to accept than a
member of the family, where the emotion sometimes overtakes both parties in the conversation. I do not mind how
many telephone calls, e-mails or letters that reach me in
this deep time of need. So please get in touch if you feel a
chat would be helpful.
The names of the deceased are read out at a Reunion and
reverence is accorded them.
‘We will remember them.’
Joyce Hargrave-Wright (Dr.) Condolence Representative.
BBAA
e-mail doctorjoyce@hotmail.co.uk
Address: 2. St. Mary’s Gardens, Westheath Avenue,
Bodmin, Cornwall. PL31 1RH.
Telephone 01208 264004
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Best Wishes from The American Veterans

and visitors to the new memorial, for the dedication and wreath laying ceremony,

Please extend the best wishes from the American Berlin Airlift
Veterans to our comrades in England. As the years have passed
the importance of the success of the airlift becomes more evident.
We share the thoughts and memories of those difficult days in
1948 and 49 and we remember and cherish the memories of our
fellow airman who were lost. Although our membership and
thoughts are separated only by the Atlantic the bond between the
our two countries became stronger during the airlift. We trust that
the reunion will be rewarding and memorable and that you have a
beautiful day for the dedication of off your new memorial at the
National Memorial Arboretum.
Cheers from the members of the Berlin Airlift Veterans Association.
Eddie Ide, Public Relations Director.

Report on the 2017 Reunion
Thursday 14th September, members start to arrive at the Dolphin
Hotel St Ives, Cambridge. Nothing planned for this day since
some members not arriving at different times, but after dinner we
all meet in the Terrace Bar to enjoy each others company.
Friday 15th September, today we travel by coach to Bletchley
Park, home of the wartime code breakers. Many exhibits to see,
more than enough for one day

Saturday 16th September. Today we go by coach to the National
Memorial Arboretum to dedicate our new memorial, this is the
main event of this years reunion. First event was the service of
dedication in the Millennium Chapel, taken by the Chaplain, The
Revd Tim Flowers C.F.
After the service the Standard was led by the piper Mr Gary
Kernaghan, followed by the Chaplain and the Chairman, veterans,
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After the memorial dedication we were all invited to the Founders
room for tea and cake which was kindly provided by member Sue
Campbell. The Chairman then thanked all for coming to this important event, followed by a thank you to Sue for a most generous gesture, the Chairman suggested that the refreshments were so much
enjoyable being provided by Sue.
It was than a return to the hotel for our dinner, after which we hat the
traditional raffle with the prizes donated by the members. I am sure
all enjoyed the day and were most pleased with the new memorial
Images kindly provided by Gerry Van-Tonder
———————————Sunday 17th September. Now it was time for the serious business
of our AGM following a good breakfast and packing for our journey
home.
The AGM items and points discussed will be fully recorded in the
minutes..
The reunion each year is the one time we all get to meet up with each
other and something we all look forward to, sadly each year we loose
some of our members, but the reunion gives us the opportunity to
remember them, they may not be with us now, but are never forgotten.
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Members Feelings
From time to time members contact us to express what the Association means to them. Recently pilot Guy P Eddy wrote to us
to thank the committee for all the hard work in keeping the Association alive, and now saying at the age of 94 he would not be
able to attend any more events. He kindly enclosed a donation to
help with the running costs. His son Colin will be representing
his father at the dedication of the new memorial on Saturday
16th September.
Recently I was also contacted by member Michael Edmonds,
Michael lives in Germany and his father was on the Airlift.
Michael wanted to thank the Association for the work it does to
keep the memory of the event in 1948-49 alive. He also sent the
Association a donation.
These two examples demonstrate to us all how important the
Association is to you all, and we the committee are proud to be
able to work for the members.
Colin Cottle

Fassberg 27th August 2017
The brass band from Müden played three tunes among which
was the very emotional one.
"Ich hatt' einen Kameraden, einen besseren find'st du
nicht ......" ("I had a comrade, you will not find a better
one .....") and it was played for the fallen comrades of the
Airbridge. Tears came to our eyes.
Our Mayor, Frank Bröhl, held a very good speech in which he
appreciated what you have done in 1948/49 by saying that
the Airlift was a unique humanitarian action for the former
enemies. Enemies became allies and allies became friends.
But the Airlift was also a brilliant coup against Stalin who believed that this action could never be successful
Frank Bröhl gave a short review on what happened nearly 70
years ago in Fassberg. This small village with the large airfield
became one of the important columns of the Airbridge enabling
the transport of almost 540,000 tons of coal to Berlin. Many
workers were necessary and very quickly the German Civil Labour Organization was formed. All of a sudden, for many men
and women there was a job and a small salary and hope - a sort
of gold-hunter atmosphere - also for some young girls hoping to
find someone with the outlook for a better life in England or
America.
The Mayor invited those who attended the ceremony as well as
veterans from England and America to celebrate the 70th anniversary of the end of the Airlift in 2019 which will be a great
event for Fassberg and the whole region.

Images kindly provided by member Paul Hicks from Fassberg
Air Base

All the best and please take care so that we can meet in 2019 on
the Platz der Luftbrücke in Fassberg
Report by:Members Rosemarie & Karl Rosenkranz from Fassberg

Contacting Your Committee
Chairman: Colin Cottle. Phone 01708 224560 Email airlift@talktalk.net
Secretary: Hannah Angel. Phone 01954 250273 Email hannahangel@btinternet.com
Treasurer: Janet Howard. Phone 01780 470446 Email janet@pchoward.com
Standard & NMA. David Hildred. Phone 01733 267246 Email davidhildred536@gmail.com
Historian: Geoff Smith. Phone 01733 262599 Email geoffsmith@supanet.com
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