
NEWSLETTER No.33 Website:- www.bbaa-airlift.org.uk December 2010

THE CHAIRMAN’S COLUMN

Chairman, Geoffrey W. Smith
Committee: Secretary: John Collier. Treasurer: Mrs Janet Howard N.W. Representative: Jack P. Steele Media & Website: Colin R. Cottle

Introduction.
We had two successful events in 2010, which were the Spring Reunion at
Eastwood Hall near Nottingham and the Germany trip in August, which
even after a difficult start due to bad weather and a road accident in the Hatfield Tunnel eventually became
one of our most memorable trips.
Our thanks must go to our friends in Fassberg for once again helping with the arrangements for our visit.
We now look forward to 2011 and following suggestions by BBAA members the committee have arranged
for the Spring Reunion to be once again at Eastwood Hall near Nottingham, where we had a very successful
weekend in April 2010.
Details and an application form are enclosed with this newsletter.

Doreen Smith:
I would like to thank all the BBAA members & friends who were able to attend the Service of Thanksgiving

that was held for my late wife Doreen on the 20th July 2010 at Peterborough Parish Church, St. John the
Baptist in Cathedral Square.
More than 70 people were there, some travelling quite long distances. Canon Gordon Steele led the service,
with some of Doreen’s favourite tunes being played by Paul Turner at the organ and personal recollections
by David Hildred, Peter Wakefield & Colin Cottle.

Reverend Wm (Bill) Edwards:
It is with great sadness that we have heard of the unexpected death of our former Padre, the Rev Wm (Bill)
Edwards.
He had been a stalwart member of the BBAA, taking over the role of Padre after the death of the Rev Peter
Furness, officiating at many events including the 60th Anniversary Commemorations held at the National
Memorial Arboretum in 2009.
He was also on many of the visits we have made to Germany and will be sadly missed by all.
His funeral was held in Sunderland on Wednesday the 8th December 2010.

SPRING REUNION AND AGM 2011
After suggestions by members the 2011 Spring Reunion will be held once again at the Eastwood Hall Hotel,
Eastwood, near Nottingham from Thursday the 28th April to Sunday the 1st May 2011.
After making the booking with the hotel the decision to have the Royal Wedding on Friday 29th April was made.
Alternative dates were sought, but nothing was available until mid-June, so after discussion with the Eastwood Hotel
they suggested that we could have the use of the Chatterley Suite for the day for our personal use to watch the wedding
on a large screen and have lunch with tables & easy chairs etc.
The hotel have said that they will suitably decorate the room and provide additional small screen TV’s & chairs for
more comfortable viewing.
We feel that with additional entertainment and possibly music for dancing this could be quite a memorable occasion.
See the reservation details on page 8. Geoffrey W. Smith.

Editor:-
Geoff Smith.
12 Tyesdale, Bretton,
Peterborough PE3 9XZ.
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Website:- www.bbaa-airlift.org.uk
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Secretary’s NotesDAKOTA CRASHES IN BERLIN
The Air Service Berlin Douglas Dakota which in recent years had been carrying out sight-seeing flights over the city of
Berlin and had to make an emergency landing on Saturday the 20th June 2010 due to engine failure to the port engine
shortly after take-off from the airfield at Schoenefeld in South Berlin with 25 passengers and 3 crew on board suffered
severe structural damage.
A statement was issued saying that it was hoped that the aircraft could be repaired to flying condition and a meeting to
try and see what options were available was held , but as yet we have no further information whether the aircraft can be
repaired to flying condition.
The aircraft was formerly on the Berlin Airlift in 1948/49 with the Royal Air Force as No KN442.

SUBSCRIPTIONS
Members are reminded that subscriptions are due on the 1st January each year. The Annual Rate is now £15.00, wherever
situated. Cheques should be made payable to the BBAA and sent to:-
The BBAA Treasurer, Mrs Janet Howard,
80 Park Street, King’s Cliffe,
Peterborough PE8 6XN
However, if you wish to pay by Bankers Order. The details are as follows:-
Payable to:
British Berlin Airlift Association.
Bank:- Lloyds/TSB Bank PLC Maidenhead.
Account No. 1223532
Sort Code: 30-95-36
—————————————————————————————————

REFUELLING FLIGHTS
From John Collier, Association Secretary.

188 Station Road, Cropston, Leicester LE7 7HF
Please note! We are sorry that no Refuelling Flights are available at the
moment due to restrictions now being imposed regarding the Royal Air
Force carrying civilian passengers.
However, RAF Brize-Norton have stated that they would like members of
the BBAA to visit the Station on a date to be yet arranged in 2011
—————————————————————————————————

Email Database
We are in the process of setting up a database of members Email addresses & telephone numbers. This will enable us to
contact members more easily and also help to reduce the cost of mailing letters etc.
If you are willing to have your Email address on our database would you please contact Colin Cottle the co-ordinator.
His Email address is: cottle@talktalk.net
————————————————————————————————————————————————–

Burtonwood Report by Jack Steele, BBAA North West Representative
Jack Steele reports that the BBAA Exhibition site at Gulliver’s World near Warrington is definitely going to have the proposed refur-
bishment and upgrading works carried out.
The Gulliver’s World management have said that the expansion of the Warrington Theme Park site, which will include an area that
will become a permanent home for our Heritage Centre and Airlift Museum.
This will be an area one and a half times larger than the existing Heritage Centre.
Also as part of this development two hardstandings will be constructed for the parking of two permanent static display aircraft.
At the time of writing we understand that Gulliver’s World have now had the offer of two aircraft from a site which is closing down
which also includes the use of transport to move the aircraft.
Jack would be grateful for any assistance that members in the Warrington area could give him. His address details are below:
Jack P. Steele, Northwest Area Representative, British Berlin Airlift Association,
63 Clock Face Road, St. Helens, Merseyside WA9 4LD. Telephone number 01744 814551.

OBITUARIES
Clifford Ashley - Wunstorf - Pilot, Airflight Ltd - Died 9th July 2010
Edgar L. Franklin - ATC Buckeburg & ATCC Bad Eilsen - Died May 2010
Dennis Moore - Navigator, Flight Refuelling Ltd - Wunstorf/Hamburg - Died 30th October 2010.
Rev. Wm (Bill) Edwards ( BBAA Padre) - Ops Room - Wunstorf & Lübeck - Died 21st November 2010
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BBAA Germany Tour August 2010.
The tour started on Monday 23rd August at Ely in Cambridgeshire by coach with pick-ups at Peterborough and the Un-
ion Jack Club in London.
Thirty-two BBAA members and guests travelled from the UK with one member, David Edwards joining the group at
the Tryp Hotel in Celle, Lower Saxony, Germany.
Rain was the major problem for the group with only one fine day during the whole trip.
An accident in the Hatfield Tunnel caused delays on the way to the Union Jack Club and a problem with the coach side
door closing mechanism at Dover caused further delays, with the group finally arriving at the first night hotel in Lou-
vain Belgium four hours behind schedule.
However the hotel had been informed and were able to provide an evening meal without any problems.
Tuesday was the day for a long trip to Celle, with a short one-hour stop in Hamelin, famous for the Pied Piper legend,
arriving at the Tryp Hotel in the early evening.
Wednesday had two visits arranged, the first one being at the British Army Barracks at Bergen where we were met on
arrival by Val Rosse P.A. to Hugh Pierson the Liaison officer.
We were given a guided tour of the whole camp, which is huge including a visit to the Historical Museum created on
site by Colin Albert a former soldier at the Barracks.
After the tour we had lunch in the Soldiers Mess and finally left to visit the unloading ramp in Bergen, which was used
by prisoners being transferred to Belsen Concentration Camp up to 1945.
We then travelled the short distance to the site of the former Holocaust Camp at Belsen and were given a guided tour of
the whole area including the recently opened Documentation Centre, finally returning to our hotel in Celle.
Thursday was our planned day of visits to Bad Eilsen, Buckeburg & Wunstorf. However it had rained most of the
night and on arrival at Buckeburg it was not possible to visit the town or the former airfield because of the weather con-
ditions.
We travelled the short distance to the former British Airlift base at Wunstorf where we were met by an NCO from the
Luftwaffe who told us that due to the overnight rain they were having to alter our visit programme and the location of
the planned BBQ from a grassed area to one nearer the Officer’s Mess.
Our request to lay flowers at the Airlift Memorial Stone on the airfield was carried out followed by a visit to the JU52
Halle Museum. Next was a tour of the airfield and the buildings were very little changed from the events of 1948/49.
Finally it was time for the BBQ with members of the airfield Community Association, the Mayor of Wunstorf and we
were greeted by the Base Commander Colonel Bernhard Aspenberger to whom later we were able to present a copy of
a DVD recording the 60th Anniversary events at the National Memorial Arboretum in 2009 compiled by BBAA mem-
ber Colin Cottle and also a framed photograph of the BBAA memorial at the NMA.
Shortly after this it was time to return to our base in Celle.
Friday was the day of the commemorations at Fassberg. Our coach this time was a German one as our UK driver
Kevin Large was entitled to a day off according to EU driving regulations. In fact Kevin came along with us so it really
was a “Busman’s Holiday” for him.
We arrived at Fassberg to be invited to coffee with the Burgermeister Herr Hans Werner Schlitte in the Town Hall
(Rathaus) meeting room.
Our group was then joined by Helena Schrader, the Political Economic Officer from the U.S. Consulate General Leip-
zig. We were pleased that Helena and her husband Herbert were able to stay with us for the remainder of the day’s
events.
The Fassberg Luftwaffe were conducting the memorial service this year and after the traditional address and music the
wreath-laying ceremony was carried out.
Josephine Cottle then presented Herr Schlitte the Burgermeister a Cross-Stitch Sampler that during the last 12 months
she had spent many hours at home working on. It shows the BBAA logo and memorial with the inscription “British
Berlin Airlift Association, Fassberg 1948 - 1949” and will be displayed within the Town Hall..
Herr Schlitte received this with many thanks and then asked BBAA chairman Geoff Smith to receive from the people
of Fassberg an engraved brass plate with the inscription
“In memory of Doreen – Your Berlin Airlift friends from Fassberg – August 2010”.
In addition to the plate there was a donation of 135 Euros towards a memorial seat in memory of Doreen Smith at the
National Memorial Arboretum. The group then had luncheon at the nearby Soldatenheim and then moved by coach to
the Fassberg Airlift Museum for BBAA members to have a look at the new weather cover now protecting the The Fass-
berg Flyer Dakota aircraft and also a tour of the Museum.
Finally it was back to Celle with many of the group opting for a meal at one of the restaurants in the centre of the town.
Saturday: Again a long trip, this time to the city of Lübeck where our first point of call was the famous Niederegger
Marzipan Shop and Café, which is located directly in front of Lübeck’s historical Town Hall.

Continued on page 4
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Germany trip - Continued.

After a little time for shopping we then moved on to the former RAF Berlin Airlift airfield at LübeckAfter a little time for shopping we then moved on to the former RAF Berlin Airlift airfield at Lübeck BlankenseeBlankensee
where we were met by an old friend Herr Dieter Weigel who we were most pleased to see after his recent illness.where we were met by an old friend Herr Dieter Weigel who we were most pleased to see after his recent illness.
DieteDieter gave us a tour of the former RAF buildings and the Control Tower used during the Berlin Airlift and we endedr gave us a tour of the former RAF buildings and the Control Tower used during the Berlin Airlift and we ended
our visit in theour visit in the new Airport Coffee Shop.new Airport Coffee Shop.
After time for photograph’s and goodbyes we then commenced the long trip back to Celle for our eveningAfter time for photograph’s and goodbyes we then commenced the long trip back to Celle for our evening meal.meal.
Sunday: This day fortunately was reasonably dry as we commenced from the village of Müden near Fassberg for ourSunday: This day fortunately was reasonably dry as we commenced from the village of Müden near Fassberg for our
tour of thtour of the Heathland in two covered wagons each pulled by two horses.e Heathland in two covered wagons each pulled by two horses.
The horses went at a leisurely pace onto the Heath until we stoppedThe horses went at a leisurely pace onto the Heath until we stopped for lunch provided by the carriage company,for lunch provided by the carriage company,
cocommplete with traditional drinks and music played by one of the carriage drivers. Then it was back to Müden where weplete with traditional drinks and music played by one of the carriage drivers. Then it was back to Müden where we
finished ourfinished our visit with coffee and a huge cake at the nearby Niemeyer’s Posthotel.visit with coffee and a huge cake at the nearby Niemeyer’s Posthotel.
It was an excellent day to finish our stay in the FassbergIt was an excellent day to finish our stay in the Fassberg/Celle area. Our thanks go to Karin Peters for arranging the/Celle area. Our thanks go to Karin Peters for arranging the
Müden visit and to Rosemarie Rosenkranz for arranging the MarzipanMüden visit and to Rosemarie Rosenkranz for arranging the Marzipan Shop visit and the airfield in Lübeck.Shop visit and the airfield in Lübeck.
Monday: We departed early from Celle as it was a long drive to our overnight stop in BrugMonday: We departed early from Celle as it was a long drive to our overnight stop in Bruges, Belgium. We had aes, Belgium. We had a
mimiddday stop at the Mohnesee (Mohne Dam) and then carried on to the Park Hotel in Bruges for our final evening mealday stop at the Mohnesee (Mohne Dam) and then carried on to the Park Hotel in Bruges for our final evening meal
after which we hafter which we had time to walk around the town.ad time to walk around the town.
Tuesday: We left Bruges at 12 noon which gave the ladies some time for last minute shopping andTuesday: We left Bruges at 12 noon which gave the ladies some time for last minute shopping and then it was thethen it was the
short trip to the Sea France Ferry at Calais, where we were told after going through the Customs checks that thshort trip to the Sea France Ferry at Calais, where we were told after going through the Customs checks that the ferrye ferry
time we had on our documentation was incorrect and that we would have to wait for a later boat.time we had on our documentation was incorrect and that we would have to wait for a later boat.
Our driver Kevin persuaOur driver Kevin persuaded the checkded the check--in operative to try to get us on to an earlier Ferry, which he finally managed toin operative to try to get us on to an earlier Ferry, which he finally managed to
do with us being the last vehicldo with us being the last vehicle to go on board.e to go on board.
By this time the weather was perfect, no rain or wind and our return to the Union Jack Club, Peterborough andBy this time the weather was perfect, no rain or wind and our return to the Union Jack Club, Peterborough and thenthen
Ely went very well.Ely went very well.
So ended a successful BBAA Germany trip in spite of the weather and thanks are due to all those peopleSo ended a successful BBAA Germany trip in spite of the weather and thanks are due to all those people who helpedwho helped
to make it such a success.to make it such a success.
——————————————————————————————————————————–

REVEREND WILLIAM (Bill) EDWARDS

The Reverend William Edwards, usually known as Bill to everyone who knew him was Padre for the BBAA
until he decided earlier at the Annual General Meeting at Eastwood Hall this year he indicated that he
wished to retire from the position.
He took over after the death of the Rev Peter Furness who was the first BBAA Padre.
He officiated on behalf of the BBAA at the 60th Anniversary of the end of the Berlin Airlift held in Septem-
ber 2009 at Alrewas at the National Memorial Arboretum.
He attended many of the weekend reunions held in the UK and also most of the trips and visits the BBAA
have made over the years to Germany
Bill died suddenly on the 21st November 2010 and his funeral service was held on the 7th December 2010
at the Roker United Reform Church, Sunderland at 12 noon and cremation at 1pm.
Several people have said that they had spoken to him only the day before he died without any indication of a
problem
The Church have said that anyone wishing to send a donation in memory of Bill can send them to Diabetes
UK, 10 Parkway, London NW1 7AA. If you send a donation please mention that you are from the BBAA.
Bill had several brothers and his older brother Harold is unfortunately not very well at the moment and he
also had a nephew .
The house that Bill lived in was church property and he had worked most of his adult life in Northumberland
and Cumbria. He spent some years at home with one of his brothers looking after their elderly mother.
After his call up and initial training he went to RAF Bardsey to be trained as a Radar operator. After that he
was then trained in Air Traffic Control duties and was stationed at RAF Wittering, near Peterborough..
When he was posted to Germany he was first stationed at RAF Wunstorf and then at RAF Lübeck Blanken-
see on the Berlin Airlift.
Bill enjoyed in particular the BBAA trip when we revisited Lübeck in May 2004 with a number of ex
Lübeck veterans namely, Frank Stillwell, Bill Ball, Ray Angel, Laurie & Delia Kennedy and George Smith
were taken by Dieter Weigel around a number of the former RAF buildings where many of them had worked
in 1948/49.
A great number of “Do you remember” stories were flying around during that visit.
———————————————————————————————————————————————
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Above: - Wunstorf
The Base Commander Colonel Aspenburger addresses the
BBAA group at the Berlin Airlift Memorial on the airfield

prior to the laying of a floral tribute

Above: Wunstorf - The JU 52 Halle Exhibition Centre.
The Junkers JU52 tri-motor aircraft rescued from a
Norwegian lake and now on display in the Centre.

Above: Celle - The Tryp Hotel.
The BBAA base for six nights during our visit.

THE BBAA VISIT TO GERMANY - AUGUST 23rd to AUGUST 31st 2010

The visit to Bergen Barracks
The BBAA group had lunch in the Glyn Hughes Restaurant.

The Soldiers Mess at the Barracks

Above: The site of the former Belsen Internment Camp
One of the several memorials remembering those who lost

their lives whilst interned in the camp

Above: Bergen British Army Barracks.
Part of the Display and Exhibition created by a former

British soldier, Colin Albert.
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