
A Unique Day in RAF History

Friday `11th July 2008

The Royal Air Force marked its 90th anniversary in style with its biggest ever parade for the presentation of new
Queen’s Colours to the RAF in the United Kingdom and the RAF Regiment.

Months of dedicated preparation and weeks of drill for around 800 personnel fell into place for the presentation
made by the Queen, accompanied by the Duke of Edinburgh, during a visit to the Royal International Air Tat-
too at RAF Fairford, Gloucestershire. Rain which had plagued parade rehearsals for most of the week even
stayed away for most of the day – although a quick drenching was unfortunately in store for personnel and
spectators during the final five minutes.

61 Squadron Standards were on display on the parade ground and personnel welcomed the Queen in the pres-
ence of 5,000 invited guests which included proud families, serving members of the RAF and its various asso-
ciations and charities.

The event was the largest RAF parade since the Queen conducted a ‘Silver Jubilee’ Review of the RAF at RAF
Finningley, Yorkshire in 1977. After the Royal salute four Typhoon aircraft flew past in formation, and the
Queen was invited to review the Parade. The Colours were then escorted by the Queen’s Colour Squadron (63
Squadron RAF Regiment), augmented by other Royal Air Force Regiment squadrons and 34 Squadron RAF
Regiment. They were supported by two further squadrons made up of RAF personnel from around the United
Kingdom.

A drumhead blessing service was held for the new Queen’s Colours followed by a short speech from the
Queen. “I am very pleased to be presenting my Colour to the RAF in this, your 90th anniversary year.
The RAF can be truly proud of the level of service it provides and the considerable successes it has achieved.
It continues to be an example to other Air Forces.
————————————————————————————————————————————-
Peter G. Marriott writes:
I believe I was the youngest Civil Ground Engineer on the Berlin Airlift serving with Sir Alan Cobham’s Flight
Refuelling Ltd, based at Tarrant Rushton, Dorset during 1948/49.
In May 1948 I was 17 years old, but now at aged seventy-seven I still remember it well!

TO ALL THOSE WHO TOOK PART IN THE AIRLIFT
WITH FOOD AND OTHER SUPPLIES THEY HAD TO SHIFT

TO SAVE A CITY WAS THE TASK
AND TO HAVE A LIFE WAS ALL THEY DID ASK

COMING TOGETHER IN THIS TIME OF NEED
ALL WHO WERE INVOLVED HAVE SOWN THE SEED

NO ONE STOOD BACK AND SAID ‘NO, NOT ME’
BUT ALL WERE AS ONE TO HELP THEM STAY FREE

WE ALL DID OUR BIT, SOME FROM A LONG WAY OFF
SENDING OUR LANC’S TO WUNSTORF AND TO TEMPELHOF
THE FORCES FROM THE EAST THEN PUT UP A GREAT WALL

TO PREVENT ANY ESCAPE, BECAUSE IT WAS SO TALL
WHEN ATTEMPS WERE MADE, TO FOIL THE PLOT

FEAR MADE THE PEOPLE AFRAID TO BE SHOT
BUT, WITH THANKS FROM ALL ON A JOB WELL DONE

SIXTY YEARS ON, THAT MEANS EVERYONE!!

P.G.M.
Jersey, C.I.
2008

——————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

To: Mrs Janet Howard, 80 Park Street, Kings Cliffe, Peterborough PE8 6XN.

Shop Order Form Cost

Association Tie No required …….. @ £11.50 UK/£12.00 Overseas ……….

60th Anniversary Memorial Replica No required …….. @ £20.00 UK
Plus £5.00 Postage and packing - Overseas Cost on application ……….

Association Cravat No required …….. @ £2.50 UK/£3.50 Overseas ……….

Lapel Pin Badge No required …….. @ £3.00 UK/£4.00 Overseas ……….

Cloth Badge - Large No required …….. @ £2.00 UK/£3.00 Overseas ……….

Cloth Badge- Small No required …….. @ £1.50 UK/£2.50 Overseas ……….

Cloth Badge - With magnetic clasp No required …….. @ £3.00 UK/£4.00 Overseas ……….
———–

Please make cheques payable to the British Berlin Airlift Association: Total Cost £
=======

Lapel Pin Badge
£3.00 UK

£4.00 overseas

Association Tie
(Members only)

£11.50 UK
£12.50 overseas

Cravat
(Members only)

£2.50 UK
£3.50 overseas

Cloth Badge
(Members only)
Large £2.00 UK
£3.00 overseas

Small £1.50 UK
£2.50 overseas

With magnetic clasp
£3.00 UK

£4.00 overseas

60th Anniversary
BBAA Memorial Miniature Replica.

It stands 9 inches high on a
Circular wooden base.

Made of matt and polished Pewter,
with Bronzed Eagle

And dated
Anniversary Plaque at the base.

£20.00 UK
Plus £5.00 postage & Packing
Overseas cost on application

British Berlin Airlift Association

Name ……………………………………………….

Address ……………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………


